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MSU EXTENSION 2019 BEGINNING FARMER WEBINAR SERIES 

 

 Join us for any or all of these interactive 60 minute webinars.  $5 registration fee for each webinar, 1/2 price for ‘full series’. 
Participate from your home  or office computer (hi-speed internet required).  Question & answer session with each presentation. 

All paid registrants receive a URL to recorded webinars following ‘live’ program. 
 

“Getting started with…” 

The physical labor of farming, Ned Stoller, agricultural engineer, Easterseals Michigan AgrAbility program 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019, 7pm  

Ned will discuss the physical workload of starting a farm...hours per day, days per year, lifting, bending, 

crawling, carrying, digging, reaching, etc.  This is a realistic look at the effort you will face for various farm 

enterprises and tools to help you work more efficiently, especially if you are not in perfect health condition. 

Growing specialty mushrooms, Matt Hall, Midnight Harvest, Traverse  City 

Wednesday, January 23, 2019, 7pm  

Matt produces shiitake mushrooms for local sale and has plans to expand into maitake and Lion’s Mane. 

This webinar will provide valuable insights into small-scale gourmet mushroom production. 

Pruning fruit trees, Bob Tritten, MSU Extension 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019, 7pm  

Proper pruning results in improved fruit quantity and quality.  Bob will provide an overview of theory and 

technique for Michigan’s commonly grown tree fruit species. 

Soil physical properties for field and hoophouse, Fred Springborn, MSU Extension 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019, 7pm  

Fred will address the effects of soil texture and structure on water retention and spring warm-up, and how 

these soil characteristics can be improved. 

Seed Saving,  Eric Kampe, Ann Arbor Seed Company 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019, 7pm 

Eric will speak from experience about growing and processing vegetable and flower seed, including a look 

at his seed marketing business. 

Each webinar will begin at 7:00pm eastern time, log-on early to test connection.   

   Download the ZOOM webinar application for your device at zoom.us/download 

PC or Mac users:  click “Zoom client for meetings”, iOS users:  under “Zoom mobile apps”, click “Download in App Store” 

For Android users:  under “Zoom mobile appls”, click “Download in Google Play”  

All times “eastern time” 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, 

color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status 

or veteran status. 
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“Getting started with…” 

Small farm business start-up, Wendy Wieland, MSU Product Center Innovation Counselor, MSU  

 Wednesday, February 20, 2019, 7pm  

Wendy has advised many people wanting to start farm businesses, emphasizing realistic goals.  She will 

address the tough questions about your farm plans, markets, and the reasons why you want to farm. 

Small farm meat chicken production, Zac Williams, MSU Dept of Animal Science 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019, 7pm  

Meat chickens can be a profitable enterprise on a small, diversified farm.  Breed selection, growing sys-

tems and facilities, nutrition, health and marketing considerations will be discussed. 

 

Pruning small fruits, Steve Fouch, MSU Extension (retired) 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019, 7pm  

Brambles, blueberries, grapes, saskatoons and other small fruits need proper pruning for plant health and 
productivity.  Steve will cover the basics and get you started right.   

 

Quality hay and pasture, Jim Isleib, MSU Extension 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019, 7pm  

Hay and pasture land doesn’t take care of itself.  You, in combination with your animals, need to plan for 

appropriate management.  Jim will provide good farming approaches and common sense to this topic. 

  

Selling to wholesale buyers, Jae Gerhart, MSU Extension  

Wednesday, March 20, 2019, 7pm  

Selling to chefs, grocers, distributors, and other wholesale buyers is a great way to increase revenue on 

your farm. Jae will provide practical tips and important considerations for integrating wholesale into your 

marketing plan.  

 

Farm financial management:  The next step, Frank Wardynski, MSU Extension 

March 27, 2019, 7pm 

This session will build on last year’s novice farm financial management webinars.  Frank will focus on 
tracking cost of production and income by accounts, year-end financial analysis and opportunities for 
grants. 
 

Cover crop types and uses on your farm, Vicki Morrone, MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 

April 3, 2019, 7pm  

What are cover crops?...and why use them on my farm?  Vicki will address cover crop selection, planting 
times and rates, and potential benefits. 
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Select the webinars you wish to attend: ($5 each)  

  FULL WEBINAR SERIES (Half price:  12 webinars—$30.00) 

  Jan 16, The physical labor of farming  

  Jan 23, Growing specialty mushrooms  

  Jan 30, Pruning fruit trees  

  Feb 6, Soil physical properties for field and hoophouse 

  Feb 13, Seed saving  

  Feb 20, Small farm business start-up 

  Feb 27, Small farm meat chicken production 

  Mar 6, Pruning small fruits 

  Mar 13, Quality hay and pasture 

  Mar 20, Selling to wholesale buyers 

  Mar 27,  Farm financial management:  The next step 

  Apr 3, Cover crop types and uses on your farm  

 

 

 

 

Register and pay ON-LINE at  

https://events.anr.msu.edu/begfrmr19/     OR 

 Complete and return this form with $5 payment  per selected  webinar 

in the form of check or money order, made payable to ‘MSU Extension’ 

          And mail to:     2019 Beginning Farmer Webinar 

Alger Co MSU Extension 

E9526 Prospect St., Suite 1 

Munising, MI  49862  

Name:       

___________________________________________________ 

Company/Organization:   

___________________________________________________ 

Address:   

___________________________________________________ 

Phone:      

___________________________________________________ 

Email:        

___________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed:   

____________________________________ 

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY 

Questions?  Contact Jim Isleib at isleibj@msu.edu  

                      or 906-387-2530 

All webinars will run begin at 7pm eastern time, log-on early to test connection 

You will receive a URL to connect prior to each webinar. 


